SOUTHWEST FLORIDA COALITION FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE
Minutes October 24, 2007

PRESENT:  ART, Joe Mitkevicius; CDVPJ, Doug Roach; CP Faith Fippinger; CMF, Randy Spaulding; EPIC, Augi Schmitz; FCC/UCC Ruth Upshall, FnB & GPAX Julia Aires; MUUF, Will & Lois Ruliffson, PCF-M, Lee & Carol Ann Breyer; RTI, Mary Lee Slettehaugh;   SMM/RSF Sharon Fitzpatrick;  VPC Joyce Raby & Louise Brunberg; Events Coordinator, Marge Mansbach
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 27, 12:30 Saturday, Southeastern US March for Peace and Justice; start at Lake Eola Park to downtown Orlando, FL. www.oct27.org or bellaspana@verizon.net 

October 27 9-4 Saturday lectures on social ethics by Gary Dorrien, First Cong. Church

October 27  1:30-4:30 Florida’s Death Penalty, 4380 Fruitville Rd., Sarasota

October 29, 5:30 Alternative Media Dinner Buffet Forum honoring Rob Lorei of WMNF

October 31 Wednesday Monster Mass Ride Bicycle Tour; FMI andrew@bikewalklive.org 

November 1 Thursday 7:30 Colman McCarthy lecture,  Sainer Auditorium, NewCollege

November 3 Saturday 11:30 Community Garden (bicycle) Ride; Start at Farmers Market, 

1st St. & Lemon Ave end with free picnic at New College.  Resevations for picnic required.
November 4  film GrowingUp Gay at the SMM Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

November 16-19 School of the Americas watch, Ft. Benning, GA

November 18 Sunday 12:15 Panel How I Became an Activist First Cong. Church,1031 Euclid

November 30 Friday in Miami, March & Rally for Coalition of Immokolee Workers

December 2 memorial for Jean Donovan, Sarasota Cemetery, Rt. 41

January 1, 2008  Wednesday, 11:00 World Peace Day, St Boniface Church
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Achievements, Projects, Resources, Celebrations
· Some area restaurants are joining the Fight Against Hunger and selling soup bowls
· In Nov. First Congregational Church offered a program on Community Radio by WSLR

· Nov. 11-17, First Cong. Church will host a Families of Promise homeless family
· No More Victims is a program which enables groups to sponsor an injured child from Iraq and to become involved as an advocate. http://nomorevictims.org/about.php 
· Faith described her project, “Don’t Bomb Around”.  She has laminated pictures of children in Iran to be worn as a necklace to initiate conversation: “No war in Iran”   

· Louise will visit her school in Nicaragua Jan-April.  She hopes to add tables and chairs.

· The Oct. 21 Hate Crimes Forum held in Newtown had over 200 in attendance

· Joyce reported that educators in Sarasota, Northport and Venice have welcomed Peace Education in the public schools.

Peace Vigil on Fridays at 41 and Gulf Stream from 4:00 to 5:00 P.M. followed by Meals for the homeless at 6:00 P.M. at Five Points Park

Minutes of the Sept. 26 and Oct. 10 meetings were accepted.  The Treasurer reported a balance of $3,420.with more checks coming in for the AMY event
BROCHURES  Carol Ann distributed the final draft of the brochure.  It will be printed on recycled paper and be ready for Oct. 29.  She thanked those who worked on the brochure and the WPD enclosure.

AMY EVENT
Publicity  Marge reported that Ch. 6 and possibly Ch 7 will be present on 10/29..  She will do a radio interview with Norris on WSLR.  A pair of tickets were donated for the station fund raiser.

Program  See attached press release for details
Tickets Sharon, Lee Breyer and Lou Hudson

Doorkeepers:  Augi will recruit the ushers.

WORLD PEACE DAY

Program  Carol Ann will call an on site meeting of the committee to finalize program details.  Sharon will contact the drumming group.
Publicity  Marge will help with publicity but she will be away December 1-15.  Joe will organize a bicycle trip from downtown Sarasota to St. Boniface. Julia suggested that the City Commissioners proclaim January 1, 2008 as World Peace Day, and that the Coalition take out a full page ad with the proclamation to be paid for by local individuals and businesses.
Tables  Carol Ann will work with Mary Edda Gamson to recruit exhibitors.  Aidan Delgado should be asked to send some of his books for a table. Non members or vendors will be charged $25. per table.  Members may exhibit free of charge.

Peace Award Five nominations have been received:  Hugh Fincher (post humus), Bruce Gagnon, Samar Jahar, Colman McCarthy and Kindra Muntz.  Past winners are:  Faith Fippinger, Helen Caldicott and Aidan Delgado.  The deadline for nominations is Nov. 10.
WEB SITE  Laura Serbin, wife, of the the programmer at WSLR, has agreed to manage our web site. All announcements should continue to go to Arlene Sweeting at agsweeting@yahoo.com 
MEMBERSHIP  A lively discussion on membership  concluded with the following thoughts:  We need to encourage groups to join the Coalition., and to encourage partnership with those who choose not to become members. We need to reach out to Rabbi Glickman and the progressive Jewish community.  We need an outreach program.
Respectfully submitted,

Ruth Upshall, Secretary

NEXT MEETINGS & EVENTS


October 29
Alternative Media of the Year 5:30 P.M. at the Golden Apple


November 14  SWFCPJ Executive Committee 10:00A.M. at the UU Church in Sarasota


November  28  SWFCPJ Regular Board Meeting, 10:00 A.M. at the UU Church 


January 1, 2008  World Peace Day, 11:00-3:00 St. Boniface, Siesta Key
.
